Sports facilities look a winner

Lennox people feeling easier about
Petrac’s intentions for Pacific Pines

By MARY MANN
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DAREL VIDLER hbreathed a
gigh of reliel when he herd
aboait the new sparting fwcili-
tice planned for the Pacilic
Pines Estate at Lennox Head,
Mr Widler, president of the
Lennox Hesd  Combined
Sparts Association, was oneof
morse than 100 wha attended a
series of community consulta-
tion  workshops  held  this
week by the new owners of the
estate, Brishane-hazed deve-
lopment company Petrac

The company bought the
Stk million estate from Len-
nox Head's Pideock Tamily
aarlier this year and have un-
veiled some big planz for the
glhe =ite, including sports
fields, a shopping centre and
retirement housing.

Mr Vidler 2nid Lennox Hend
wasin desperate need of more
sparting lacilities and that Pe-
troc’s plans for rughy felds,
cricked lields, nethall coorts,
an eguipment shed, a club-
haous=e, lighting and irvigation
wiere ‘Tantastic'.

Hewever, Mr Vidler said the

fucilities would solve anly
short and medivm-term pro-
hlems=.

“WWe are very happy with
what Petrac is planning to do,
gnd the way they consulied
with residents to And owt
what we wanted,” he said

“But  with  populstion
grawth and the large mumber
of future new residends at the
estabe we will spon be back to
where we are now and in need
ol more space.

“The couneil and the com-
maunity need to push ahead (o
gequirs land and leok at smme-
thing even higger™

About 1500 penple, includ-
ing sports teams and schoals
use Willimms Reserve and he-
gan Crescent plaving felds,

What's in the plans

PETRALC'S plams for the Pacific Pines Estate at Lennox Head:

W12 indapendert living units; 48 assisted living units in a three-
atorey busilding overlooking the lake.

B Sporting Tacilities, including rughy lields, cricket fields, netball
COURTE, &N equipment shed and & clubhouse.

B Business clfices; community hall,

B Shopping centre; parklands
B Expected population of 1555,

For maore inbormation call FEO0 120 123

which wre the only ones in the
town and ‘have been run ingo
the ground’, Mr Vidler said.

Stephen Bowers, Petrac's
direetar of speeial projects,
gabd the sports fields were a
priority, and hopsed the rughy
fields would be available next
Murch.
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LBOKS OK: Right to lefe, Chip Kaefmann, lead arban designer from Ecologically Sustainable Design; Brian Smith, prasident of
Lanmox Hesd Residents Association, and his wife Judy; and local residents Garry Hargrave and Tim Madhurst discuss the Petrac

ficlure: PLUBLIC CONGLLTATION

He suid the community eon-
altation process, called De-
zign by Enquiry, involved tak-
ing feedback  from  the
community abowt what they
wanted, then changing plans
and redoing designs o see il
the changes conld wark.

Brian 5Smith, president of
the Lennox Head Residents
Assorciation, said he was im-
pressed with the workshop
process,

“For better or warse wa're
guck with the development,
and Lennecx Head is growing.
Wie're just lucky Petrac has a
lot of knewledgs and i= going
about it in an appropriaie
wiy,” he =aid

Ballina  councillor  Alan
Rich, who alse attended the
wurkshops, zaid the best com-
mumnity designs arvive when
the developers consult with
the community early in the
planning pracess'.

“This is o perfect expmple
and there should be mare of
it,” hs ==l

The developers are prode-
ing & haoklet with p summary
af the outeomes of the work-
shopz and o feedback sheet,
which will be distributed to
Lennox Head residents.

A DA will be lodped with
the NEW Department of Flan-
ning in about thres months.




